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A word about our methodology  

 

- Monthly Notices and Responsive Public Management are drawn up following analysis of information sources and reports that have been issued by 
international organisations, public administrations both in Europe and around the world, and the press. 
- Their goal is to provide a comparative view of public management reforms, primarily in OECD countries. 
- They do not reflect the views of the IGPDE. 
- For ease of reading, we have provided only one or two links that allowed us to draft the news items. Other sources that were used appear in 
parentheses in the body of the text. 
- This document may be reproduced in whole or in part provided the source is mentioned. 

 

Responsive Public Management of the Month  

 
No. 90 – Netherlands 

scientific research supporting the public sector 
 

 
 
The National Research Programme presented by the Dutch government in September 2016 was prepared by a “knowledge coalition” 
consisting in representatives of all the stakeholder groups involved in, as well as affected by, research activities. This innovative 
process based on participation and collaboration gave rise to a roadmap for the next four years that reflects the interactions between 
the scientific community, the public sector, the corporate world and civil society.  

  jfa 
more 

 

Special edition: “The role of research in public policy” 

 

United Nations  
 

 
 

Six hundred policy-makers, practitioners and scientists from seventy-two countries met in Brussels on 
29 September 2016 for the 2

nd
 summit of the International Network for Government Science Advice (after 

the first summit held in Auckland in 2014). Operated under the auspices of the International Council for 
Science, the Network is chaired by Sir Peter Gluckman, chief scientific advisor to the Prime Minister of New 

Zealand. The Network came into being pursuant to an observation by the vast majority of its 950 members 
concerning “the paradox of scientific authority”: scientific advice is increasingly solicited (by 
governments) in every field of public policy, yet at the same time, scientific legitimacy has never been as 

vigorously challenged. On this point, the founders note that: “New developments in science or novel 
applications of technology may provoke scepticism or resistance from a public that perceives them as allied 
to elite interests. And populist “post-truth” politicians or social media warriors can too easily tap into the 
anxieties caused by globalization and rising inequalities, and channel these towards resentment. These 
dynamics were visible in the UK’s recent referendum on EU membership, with claims by some politicians that 
“people in this country have had enough of experts.” 
The Network focuses on providing guidance for the development of effective advisory systems by 

analysing the needs for individual skills and institutional capacities. Through its workshops, conferences and 
a growing catalogue of case studies, the Network aims to build capacities for evidence-informed 
decision-making at the national and international levels. 

more jfa  

http://www.economie.gouv.fr/files/files/directions_services/igpde-editions-publications/revuesGestionPublique/IGPDE_Reactive_Pays-Bas_fevrier_2017_En.pdf
http://www.economie.gouv.fr/files/files/directions_services/igpde-editions-publications/revuesGestionPublique/IGPDE_Reactive_Pays-Bas_fevrier_2017_En.pdf
http://www.icsu.org/
http://www.icsu.org/
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/articles/palcomms201677
https://www.theguardian.com/science/political-science/2016/sep/28/scientists-are-giving-advice-but-are-governments-listening
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Australia 
 

 
 

Australia’s new Cyber Security Strategy for 2017-2020 presented by Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has 
set a goal of closer cooperation among the various stakeholders: public authorities, researchers and 

economic operators. Among the thirty-three measures framed by this strategy is the establishment of 
academic centres of cybersecurity excellence representing an overall envelope of AUS$1.9 million (or 

EUR 1.4 M). The main purpose of these centres is to boost the number of highly qualified graduates 
equipped with the skills needed to work with the Government. A call for applicants to select the scientific 
experts of the future is open until 17 April.  

more jfa jfa 

Austria 
 

 
 

GovLab Austria is a cooperative initiative between Danube University Krems and the Federal Chancellery. 
The initiative is designed as a sandbox for experimentation to develop inter-organisational solutions in a 
context that is simultaneously scientific and practical, with the aim of addressing the key challenges in 

public governance. According to Dr Peter Parycek, a cofounder of the initiative, the goal for the research 
community is “to initiate cooperation with other stakeholders including governments, NGOs and civil 
society so that knowledge management can provide input for the development of solutions for a digital 

government geared to serving its citizens”. 
more jfa 

Belgium 
 

 
 

In connection with the Brain.be programme (for “Belgian Research Action through Interdisciplinary 
Networks”), a research programme entitled “Justice and Management – the challenges of modernisation” 

has been undertaken under the auspices of the Universities of Antwerp and Liege and the Institut de 
Criminalistique et de Criminologie (Forensics and Criminology Institute) of the federal Ministry of Justice. The 
researchers intended to provide a detailed vision of current changes in the country’s police and 
judiciary organisations by analysing three different but complementary viewpoints: external stakeholders, 
managers, and field operators. This work should allow a rethinking of the cooperation and sharing of 
good practices between the two institutions. 

more jfa jfa 

Brazil 
 

 
 

Solving the shortage of affordable housing units in a country where their number is estimated to exceed 
seven million is the shared goal defined jointly by the State of Sao Paulo and INSPER, the leading centre of 

education and research in Brazil’s largest city. They called on several universities and architecture schools as 
well as on Arq.Futuro, a forum for discussion on the future of urbanism, to “rethink the urban and 
economic models” that currently prevail in the housing sector to provide better living conditions to 

millions of residents. This project is supported by the Center for Advanced Urbanism of MIT (Boston). 
 
more  jfa 

Canada 
 

 
 

Under a mandate from the federal government, the Honourable Kirsty Duncan, Minister of Science, initiated a 
broad consultation to set up a new scientific advisory council whose remit will consist in promoting 
research, ensuring openness and transparency in government research, and above all improving public 
decision-making by trying to ensure that it is linked to high-quality evidence in every research 
discipline, including the human and social sciences. The Minister added that “This search for a Chief Science 
Advisor is a historic moment. This position is critical because science affects everything […] [and] […] is 
also the foundation of sound decision making….” 

more  jfa 

Denmark 
 

 
 

Inspired by recent research that highlighted an increase in the number of children who have language 

difficulties in their first year of schooling, the Kommunernes Landsforening (assembly of municipalities) wants 
to institute mandatory language testing and has pitched the measure as a means of combatting social 
inequalities. For Dorthe Bleses, a professor at the children’s research centre at Aarhus University, which 

conducted the study, the mandatory screening plan is “sensible”. However, several teachers’ organisations 
have expressed reservations about the plan, emphasising staffing reductions in daycare centres. 

 
more jfa 

Estonia 
 

 
 

Buoyed by the successful cross-border experience that Estonia conducted with Finland, scientists at 
Tallinn University of Technology have been selected to coordinate Europe’s new TOOP Project (The 
Once-Only Principle Project). The aim of this Project is to develop a generic architecture for cross-border 
data-sharing so that citizens and companies need provide information to public bodies only once, to 
reduce the administrative burden. It is part of the European eGovernment Action Plan (2016-2020) and is 

endowed with a budget of 8 million euro. 
 
more  jfa 

http://www.computerworld.com.au/article/598438/turnbull-launches-government-cyber-security-strategy/
http://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20160518_OTS0144/govlabaustria-an-donau-universitaet-krems-gegruendet
https://incc.fgov.be/jam
http://news.mit.edu/2016/collaboration-explores-future-of-urban-housing-in-brazil-0104
http://ottawacitizen.com/opinion/columnists/toope-heres-how-we-can-improve-decision-making-in-the-federal-government
http://www.thelocal.dk/20170117/denmark-eyes-mandatory-language-test-for-all-three-year-olds
http://www.researchinestonia.eu/2017/01/ttu-scientists-leading-8-million-euro-project-diminishing-bureaucracy-businesses-eu/
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Finland 
 

 
 

Finland is the first country in the world to experiment with a universal basic income on a national scale 

(other initiatives are under way on a local scale in Utrecht, Netherlands and Oakland, California, USA). The 
government of Juha Sipilä made the decision to run the two-year experiment, which began on 
1 January 2017, pursuant to studies carried out by a group of experts and researchers from four Finnish 

universities. The research group presented its final report to the Minister of Social Affairs and Health on 
16 December 2016. The experiment involves a total of 2,000 persons between 25 and 58 years of age. The 
results will be evaluated to assess the impacts of extending the guaranteed basic income to the entire 
target population (173,000 people). 

more jfa jfa 

Germany 
 

 
 

Supported by the Federal Ministry of Justice and Consumer Protection, the national network for consumer 
research brings together 190 researchers engaged in this fast-growing discipline to identify new consumer 

requirements and developments in various market sectors. Researchers are represented by a Council of 
Experts before the Federal Government, which calls on them for research agreements and funds 
projects in the areas of consumption and innovation. The Network’s latest report (December 2016) deals 
with the digital economy and its developments with regard to consumer rights. 

 
more  jfa  

Ireland 
 

 
 

Enda Kenny, the Taoiseach (Prime Minister or head of government) of Ireland informed Parliament of his 
intention to take various measures in the wake of the Brexit vote. Initial changes will entail some staff 

from his department moving over to Foreign Affairs as well as a reinforcement of the staff of the four main 
diplomatic missions in European capitals. Above all, he intends to set up an advisory council staffed by 
academics from several countries, which will be tasked with analysing and issuing opinions on 
repercussions of Brexit for Ireland, which shares a border with the United Kingdom. In contrast, the 
“exiting” United Kingdom has chosen to seek advice solely from experts holding British citizenship.  

more jfa 

Italy 
 

 
 

The government wants to make every effort to have Milan chosen as the new home for European 
institutions that will leave the British capital when the Brexit becomes effective. To achieve this ambitious 

goal and overcome competition from Dublin, Paris and Frankfort, Italy’s new Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni 
has appointed a task force staffed by scientific advisors and scholars including Professor Fabrizio 
Pagani, special advisor to the Minister of Economy and Finance. The task force is in charge of examining 
the conditions that will ensure the attractiveness of the Lombard city, which has already made an 

official bid to become the new home of the European Medicines Agency. 
more jfa 

Norway 
 

 
 

Financed mostly by the national pension fund (or sovereign wealth fund made up of proceeds from oil and 
gas sales), the Norwegian pension system underwent a major reform in 2011 (flexible retirement age 

between 62 and 67, application of adjustment coefficients and authorisation to combine pension with salary). 
The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs asked the national science council to perform an assessment, 
the conclusions of which are due in 2018. Commissioned by several professional organisations, an 
independent research foundation (FAFO) recently published its report, which draws attention to the 
significant inequalities that will result from the implementation of the new reform. 

more   jfa  

South Africa 
 

 
 

Africa Evidence Network is an initiative of the University of Johannesburg. It brings together researchers, 
policy-makers and representatives of NGOs in Africa who are working on the development of “evidence-
informed decision-making.” The Network held its second conference in Pretoria last 20-22 September 
(2016). Delegates from seventeen different countries were in attendance and presented some sixty real-
world examples of collaboration between scientists and practice sectors. The Network gives its one 
thousand members access to a documentary data base and training tools devoted to the evidence-

informed decision-making process. 
more jfa  

South Korea 
 

 
 

South Korea is ahead of every other country in the world in terms of the share of GDP devoted to research. 
The country intends to invest massively in the fields of robotisation and automation including uses for 
the public sector. To attain that objective the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy announced the 
creation of a research institute dedicated to humanoid robotics. Eighty projects are already on the drawing 
board for deployment in the public services: devices to assist in teaching and education, supply of medical 

devices and assistance in patient care, greeting and transportation of visitors during the next Winter Olympic 
Games. 
more jfa 

http://www.kela.fi/web/en/experimental-study-on-a-universal-basic-income?inheritRedirect=true
http://www.bmjv.de/SharedDocs/Artikel/DE/2016/10272016_Netzwerk_Verbraucherforschung.html?nn=7551380
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/oireachtas/taoiseach-to-beef-up-his-department-in-wake-of-brexit-1.2720848
https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-02-16/italy-forms-task-force-to-lure-financial-firms-after-brexit
https://www.ipe.com/countries/nordic-region/nordic-roundup-norwegian-civil-service-pension-reform-jp/dip-ap-pension/10017481.article
http://www.evidenceconference.org.za/
https://www.roboticsbusinessreview.com/south-korea-robots-sector-gets-government-boost/
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Spain 
 

 
 

 

Murcia hosted the first World Conference on Smart (Travel) Destinations within the framework of the 

International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development. The event is organised under the auspices of the 
World Tourism Organization; the Spanish Ministry of Energy, Tourism and Digital Agenda; and the Region of 
Murcia. The academic block of the event devoted substantial attention to scientific research on the topic of 
multi-source data analysis (Big Data and Business Intelligence) with the aim of “shaping and promoting a 
tourism model for the 21

st
 century” that is rooted in innovation, technology, sustainability and 

accessibility.” 
more jfa  

Sweden 
 

 
 

Trafikanalys is the government agency tasked with forecasting in the public transport and 
communication sectors. The Agency solicits the assistance of a scientific council to support its research. 

Sweden is the EU Member State that has taken in the largest migrant population as a proportion of its 
population (134,000 migrants in 2015). The Agency issued a report entitled “Migration, Immigration and 
Future Transport”. In the second section of the report, researchers address the need to adapt transport 
policy to the different needs and requirements of Sweden’s new residents (in terms of safety and 

signage).  
more   jfa  

Switzerland 
 

 
 

As the Swiss parliament prepares to debate the future of the public audiovisual service, and in particular its 
funding system, the ministerial department in charge of the sector is working on a new text which will 
subject all electronic media distributing content over the Internet to a new levy. Doris Leuthard, President 

of the Swiss Confederation and head of the Federal Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and 
Communications, convened some fifteen experts including members of the scientific community for 
several meetings. In October 2016, the Parliament rejected a Federal popular initiative demanding the 

abolition of radio and television licence fees.  
more jfa jfa 

United Kingdom 
 

 
 

Researchers at the University of Birmingham have developed an early warning system that could help 
policymakers take action to avert or mitigate the impact of financial crisis. Noting that existing prediction 

systems failed to forecast the global crash of 2008 – which led to several governments bailing out their banks 
– the experts developed a financial monitoring tool which takes into account the differences between 
developed and developing countries. This tool gives governments a more accurate set of indicators that 

warn more effectively about the consequences of an impending fiscal catastrophe. 
more  jfa  

United States 
 

 
 

For the first time in the nation’s history, the recent presidential election has triggered large-scale chain 
reactions within the country’s scientific community – the world’s largest, with 1.5 million scientists. Bodies 
such as the Environmental Data and Governance Initiative have been formed to safeguard the 
scientific data contained on several thousand government websites in response to amendments and even 
deletions of certain pages ordered by the new federal government. Another highlight: on 22 April – Earth 
Day – a large “March for Science” will take place in Washington. 

more  jfa 
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