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Press release
Slime: A popular putty that is not risk free

ANSES (the French Agency for Food, Environment and Health Safety) and the
DGCCRF have issued a warning to consumers regarding the risks of making and
playing with “slime”. Slime, a sticky and elastic putty, is currently quite popular
with children and teenagers. It is sold in shops in ready-to-use form or in kits.
Slime can also be made at home in various colours and textures (or with glitter,
etc.). A growing number of online tutorials explain how to make slime using
many different recipes, with ingredients such as paper glue and washing
powders. Several cases of skin irritation from making and playing with
homemade slime have been referred to ANSES by poison control centres,
Revidal-Gerda (a network that monitors dermatological and allergy issues) and
the AllergOS network. As such, ANSES and the DGCCRF would like to draw
consumers’ attention to the risks of coming into contact with toxic products, not
used in compliance with their instructions, while making and playing with
homemade slime. Moreover, for kits sold in toy shops, users are reminded that
they should follow all the safety instructions provided with the kits.

Slime is a very popular recreational activity for children and teenagers, who learn
how to make the substance themselves using recipes with a wide array of ingredients
found on web tutorials.

Some ingredients used to make homemade slime contain toxic chemicals.

The basic ingredient in slime is liquid paper glue, which is often sold in large bottles.
However, these liquid glues contain preservatives, notably formaldehyde-releasers or
isothiazolinones. These substances are highly allergenic when in contact with the skin.
Glue also contains many solvents (including ethanol, ethyl acetate and methyl acetate)
that can irritate the respiratory tract.

A substance must also be added to give the putty its elasticity. In almost all cases, this
involves the use of borax in the form of boric acid or its derivatives. It is added directly
in powder form or via medical or commercial products: solutions for rinsing the eyes or
contact lenses, or various washing powders not intended for this use.

No product containing boric acid or its derivatives should be handled repeatedly by
children. These compounds, which are toxic for fertility and for foetal development,
must not be used for anything other than their intended purpose. This is especially true
because the quantities used in making slime are larger than in recommended uses.



Handling washing powders, detergents or glues in large quantities, repeatedly and for
extended periods of time can also trigger severe contact dermatitis. This is because
these products all contain allergenic or irritant preservatives. They are not intended for
extended, intense and repeated skin contact. ANSES has received several reports of
skin and nail problems (including burns, redness, eczema or itching) from poison
control centres and the Revidal-Gerda and AllergOS networks.

Moreover, the use of large quantities of glue exposes consumers – especially children
– to solvents that may cause irritation to the eyes and respiratory tract, and are toxic
for the central nervous system.

Lastly, the colorants used to make homemade slime are not always food colorants and
may not be intended for contact with the skin.

ANSES and the DGCCRF wish to warn consumers about the dangers of coming
into contact with toxic products while making and playing with homemade slime.

In addition, the DGCCRF has tested slime kits sold in shops. Of the 15 kits tested, two
contained levels of boron that exceeded the authorised limits. These kits have already
been withdrawn from the market and a recall has been issued.

Given the popularity of this product among children, the DGCCRF is continuing its tests
in 2018.

The DGCCRF reminds parents to make sure that they follow all the safety
instructions provided with these kits.
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