
Monthly Notices on Public Management
Research Bureau – IGPDE

No. 40 - June 2013

A word about our methodology

- Monthly Notices and Responsive Public Management are drawn up following analysis of information sources and reports that have 
been issued by international organisations, public administrations both in Europe and around the world, and the press.
- Their goal is to provide a comparative view of public management reforms, primarily in OECD countries.
- They do not reflect the views of the IGPDE.
- For ease of reading, we have provided only one or two links that allowed us to draft the news item. Other resources that were used 
appear in parentheses in the body of the text.

Responsive Public Management of the month

No. 55 – Austria

As the seat of a number of international organisations, Austria was interested in co-founding and hosting a one-of-a-kind 
research and training organisation focused exclusively on fighting corruption and improving governance.

more...

Special Edition
Public Management Ethics

European 
Union

Based on the observation that European Directives apply to only 20% of the volume of Member 
States' public procurement,  the European Commission recently commissioned a study entitled 
"Political and other forms of corruption in the attribution of public procurement contracts and alloca-
tion of EU funds: extent of the phenomenon and overview of practices". More than merely reviewing  
the current situation, the report has a twofold objective – to describe the mechanism of corruption 
in terms of how it affects national public procurement procedures and the attribution of EU funds, and 
to present best practices in order to promote them effectively on a wider scale.
more...

South Africa Speaking  to  coordinators  of  the  National  Anti-Corruption  Hotline  (NACH),  Public  Service 
Commissioner  James  Mudau  urged  departments  to  improve  their  coordination  when 
investigating cases, so as to speedily resolve them. Over 22,000 civil servants have already been 
charged  with  corruption  and,  thanks  to  information  received  via  the  Internet,  300  million  South 
African rand have been recovered from the perpetrators. Mudau cautioned the country's ministries, 
however, about the large volume of cases that have been closed, about which members of the public 
are not being informed. Over time, this leads to the public  losing trust in reporting corruption by 
government officials.
more... 1, more... 2
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http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=107894
http://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/public-service-clamps-down-corruption
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201306/20130619ATT68036/20130619ATT68036EN.pdf
http://www.institut.minefi.gouv.fr/sections/recherche_publications/gestion-publique-a-l_internati/responsive-public-management/rpm-n55---austria-_-austria_s/view


Australia Australia's Parliament has just passed a new law protecting civil servants who blow the whistle on 
government corruption and maladministration.  The Community and Public Sector  Union (CPSU), 
which has been campaigning for  such legislation since 2005,  welcomed  the  move.  Nadine 
Flood, CPSU National Secretary, stated that, "Anyone working in government who is witness to, or 
has information about corruption or maladministration can now make a disclosure without fear of 
reprisals." She recommended that whistleblowers be able to make disclosures to their managers 
directly,  and that  civil  servants should be  made aware of  their new rights via  an information 
campaign.
more...

Brazil Brazil's Office of the Comptroller General announced that the country has received $18 million from 
the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) to bolster  corruption prevention efforts in public 
administration.  The  Office's  operational  capacities  will  be  strengthened,  allowing  it  to  exercise 
increased oversight at every level of government, from federal to local. Among other measures, the 
programme calls for the  promotion of best practices among staff, the development of software 
tools and an overhaul of auditing processes. A website, entitled "Public Expenditure Monitoring", will 
be set up.
more...

Bulgaria Bulgaria is the EU country most affected by corruption. In early 2013, the Center for Prevention 
and Countering Corruption and Organized Crime – which grew out of the BORKOR project, a joint 
initiative with  the German federal government – became operational.  Its primary focus is  public 
procurement. The Center's director, Eleonora Nikolova, pointed out that 98% of public procurement 
contracts are awarded to 2% of the companies in Bulgaria. She also noted that "the largest number 
of  irregularities  had been detected in tenders organised by major state-owned companies".  The 
Center is working on amendments to the Public Procurement Act.
more...

Canada Quebec's Anti-Corruption Task Force (UPAC) recently made headlines when it arrested the mayor 
of Laval and then, on 17 June, the mayor of Montreal (who had been appointed to replace the former 
mayor, who had resigned in November 2012 following allegations of illegal fundraising). Other city 
employees  have  been  charged,  and  links  with  the  Quebec  branch  of  the  Italian  mafia  were 
revealed thanks to the work of the Charbonneau Commission, which will submit its conclusions in 
October 2013.
In other news, in an effort to combat conflicts of interest, the Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat 
has issued a guide for staff leaving the civil service.
more... 1, more... 2

South Korea South Korea has been dogged by a number of corruption scandals, but the country's recent history 
leads one to assume that there is some tolerance for corrupt practices. Politicians charged with 
corruption  are  re-elected,  and  despite  statements  supporting  anti-corruption  efforts,  the  nation's 
highest  officials  are constantly mired in  corruption.  In  a recent article,  two researchers from the 
University of  South Florida assess the  impact of political corruption on citizens' judgment of 
government. They point out that, in times of economic growth, there is a lax attitude concerning 
misuse of public funds.
more...

Denmark In its Phase 3 report on Denmark, the OECD Working Group on Bribery expresses serious concerns  
about the lack of enforcement of the Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in 
International Business Transactions. The report recommends that the Public Prosecutor for Serious 
Economic  and  International  Crime  (SØIK)  routinely  co-ordinate  with  foreign  law  enforcement 
authorities,  and  that  greater  attention  be  paid  to  available  cash  in  businesses  located  abroad. 
Moreover, the Danish authorities should increase the maximum penalties for foreign bribery and 
protect whistleblowers in both the public and private spheres.
more...

Ecuador The government has just issued its  National Anti-Corruption Plan 2013-2017 (Plan nacional de 
prevencíon  y  lucha  contra  la  corrupcíon).  The  Plan  calls  for  all  stakeholders  (government 
departments, businesses and citizens) to come together to "support transparency and the rule of 
law".  It  contains  22  major  courses  of  action,  each  with  a  deadline  and,  where  appropriate,  the 
estimated cost.  For  example,  "Creating a Code of  Ethics for  civil  staff" (over  five  years),  or 
"Drafting  a  model  for  transparent  practices"  for  public  institutions,  private-sector  firms  and 
municipalities, which is expected to cost $400,000 and should be completed before December 2015.
more...
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http://scpm.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/plan_lucha_contra_corrupcion_2013_2017.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/daf/anti-bribery/Denmarkphase3reportEN.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13569775.2012.702977
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/gui/agcipe-gaciam-eng.asp
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/montreal-mayor-michael-applebaum-arrested/article12595439/
http://www.rai-see.org/news/south-eastern-europe/3783-bulgarias-anti-corruption-unit-to-stem-public-procurement-fraud.html
http://borkor.government.bg/en/page/5
http://www.iadb.org/en/news/news-releases/2013-03-11/prevent-and-combat-corruption-in-brazil,10363.html
http://www.cpsu.org.au/content/union-welcomes-protections-whistleblowers


United States According  to  the  Center  for  Public  Integrity (a  research  organisation),  the  close  ties between 
nonprofit  groups and state legislatures that steer public funds to them in exchange for providing 
public  services,  "prove fertile  ground for  corruption".  Experts  examined the issue following  a 
scandal involving the Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citizens Council,  a social service organisation 
that provides senior care and affordable housing, which had siphoned off large amounts of state 
grant money. For a number of years,  outsourcing of many public services due to staff cuts "has 
paved the way to multiple instances of fraud in many states". Some states, including Arizona 
and Pennsylvania, have tried in vain to alter legislation in this area.
more...

India India  is  making  slow and steady progress  in  the  fight  against  corruption  through the use  of  e-
government projects. One project launched in 2012 allows individuals to make online payments for 
passports.  This  initiative  not  only  made inroads  on corruption but  also  speeded up  passport 
processing – out of 306,496 applications received since the start of the project, 295,077 have been 
processed. Another project from 2013, the eBiz portal, offers a one-stop shop to help businesses 
comply with their obligations. A third even more recent initiative aims to improve the R&D project 
proposal and funding process. A researcher notes that the initiative will be all the more promising 
as Indians obtain access to the government's $50 tablet computer known as Aakash.
more...

Iceland On  23  May  2013,  Iceland's  new  coalition  government  issued  its  Platform,  which  confirms  its 
commitment  to  continuing  efforts  to  reform  the  country's  constitution.  A  Constitutional  Council, 
consisting of 25 "ordinary citizens" elected by direct universal suffrage, was set up in April 2011 
and was mandated by the previous government to review the Constitution of  the Republic.  In a 
speech given on 17 June, Iceland's National Day, Prime Minister  Sigmundur Davíð Gunnlaugsson 
emphasised the  values of independence and transparency in public life – values that, in his 
view, allowed Iceland to recover from the serious economic crisis of 2008.
more... 1, more... 2

Italy Antonio Naddeo, head of Italy's Department of Public Administration, and Maria Teresa Brassiolo, 
chair  of  Transparency  International  Italy,  have  signed  a  Memorandum  of  Understanding to 
cooperate in the prevention of corruption in the public sector. This agreement is part of the national 
anti-corruption plan set forth in Act 190/2012 (the so-called "Anti-Corruption Law" that established 
the Commission for  Evaluation,  Transparency and Integrity  of  Public  Administrations).  The Act's 
primary measures include directives allowing local authorities to draw up their own anti-corruption 
plans, a new code of ethics for civil servants and a "whistleblowers" scheme.
more...

Lithuania In collaboration with Mykolas Romeris University,  Transparency International held its third annual 
Summer School on Integrity in Vilnius, capital of the country chairing the Council of the European 
Union in the second half of 2013. The training, for which  students can earn 6 ECTS credits, is 
primarily designed for future leaders and advisers. It consists of three interconnected teaching mod-
ules (public sector, private sector and civil society). Each module provides theoretical training on 
corruption typologies and a methodological presentation with real-world examples.
more...

Luxembourg On 5 June, at the initiative of  the Luxembourg government and in partnership with  the country's 
Chamber of Commerce, the Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) and the International Anti-Corruption 
Academy held a symposium with  the theme "Public-Private Cooperation in the Fight against 
Corruption". Justice Minister Octavie Modert welcomed her European colleagues, and presented 
the results for Luxembourg (which is in seventh place in Transparency International's most recent 
rankings).  She  then  initiated  two  major  discussions:  the  links  between  integrity  and 
competitiveness, and the  role of deregulation and the effectiveness of prevention measures 
within institutions.
more...

Netherlands "Resultaat voorop" (Results First) was the theme of the annual conference of  PIANOo, the Dutch 
Public Procurement Expertise Centre, which took place on 6 June 2013. The Centre, which is part 
of the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs, was set up to professionalise procurement and tendering 
by pooling knowledge  among its  3,000 members and providing them with  interactive tools.  The 
choice of theme was a result of a recent study that showed that transparency in tendering (90%) 
and  compliance  with  regulations (98%)  remained  the  two  major  priorities  for  Dutch  public 
procurement  officials.  On  the  other  hand,  only  77% considered  coherence  between  orders  and 
deliverables to be a priority.
more...
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http://www.pianoo.nl/about-pianoo
http://corruptionresearchnetwork.org/events/symposium-on-public-private-cooperation-in-the-fight-against-corruption
http://www.mladiinfo.com/2013/03/29/transparency-international-summer-school-on-integrity-lithuania-2/
http://www.funzionepubblica.gov.it/comunicazione/notizie/2013/aprile/protocollo-dintesa-dfp---transparency-int-italia.aspx
http://eng.forsaetisraduneyti.is/minister/sdg-speeches/nr/7626
http://www.government.is/government/coalition-platform/#public
http://www.zdnet.com/in/e-gov-projects-to-reduce-corruption-and-improve-entrepreneurship-7000014677
http://www.publicintegrity.org/2013/06/12/12794/state-legislators-ties-nonprofit-groups-prove-fertile-ground-corruption


Portugal According to a report issued by the OECD on 20 June, Portugal's enforcement of its foreign bribery 
laws is poor. Not a single prosecution has resulted from 15 allegations of Portuguese firms bribing 
foreign  officials,  and  several  investigations  have  been  closed  prematurely.  Although  the  report 
commends Portugal for improvements to its legislation on foreign bribery, the OECD Working 
Group on  Bribery offered  several  recommendations,  all  focused  around the  need for  Portugal  to 
enforce the law and take repressive action in documented cases of bribery. The report recommends a 
written follow-up report by Portugal in one year.
more...

Czech 
Republic

For the first time in the Czech Republic, three NGOs (Transparency International, Environmental Law 
Service and Oživení)  have come together  to  support  nine important anti-corruption proposals. 
They are asking Czech citizens to  write to their representative MPs to ask them to support these 
proposals. One of them has already been adopted. The initiative, which is called Rekonstrukce Státu 
(Reconstruction of the State) can be consulted at a dedicated website (www.rekonstrukcestatu.cz) that 
provides the names of MPs who have already pledged their support, and those who have yet to be 
convinced. The sponsors hope that  all  of the proposals can be adopted before the end of  the 
current electoral period in May 2014.
more...

Tunisia For  the  first  time,  an  OECD  report  examines  ethics  in  Tunisia's  public  sector.  The  report 
recommends that the country begin by  assessing the vulnerabilities of the system, closing legal 
loopholes  and  reinforcing  recently-created  anticorruption  institutions.  It  also  recommends  better 
training and awareness-raising for civil servants with respect to the risks of corruption. It focuses 
on public procurement and suggests professionalising the function of public purchaser, creating an 
electronic public procurement platform and developing partnerships with the private sector. Finally, 
the report compares Tunisia's situation with other anti-corruption efforts in North Africa and the Middle 
East.
more...

ISO The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) has decided to create a  new international 
anti-corruption standard (ISO/PC 278). A technical committee consisting of representatives from ISO 
member countries (14 participants including France, and 16 observers) and international experts has 
been set up. Its goal is to discuss the scope and relevance of such a standard, and to draw it up. 
The group's  first  meeting took place in  late  June at  the committee's  permanent secretariat  in  the 
offices of the British Standards Institution (BSI). There was strong consensus concerning the need to 
develop such a standard, despite the reticence of some countries.
more...
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http://www.iioc.org/iioc-external-representation/
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/governance/oecd-integrity-review-of-tunisia_9789264194175-en;jsessionid=o93qbdlpq2d0.x-oecd-live-02
http://techpresident.com/news/wegov/23951/new-anti-corruption-initiative-czech-republic-holds
http://www.oecd.org/corruption/portugalneedsproactiveenforcementtotacklesevereforeignbriberyriskssaysoecd.htm
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